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PENN WIRELESS ASSOCIATION

CLUB INFORMATION
W3SK VHF Analog Repeater Frequency: 146.790 MHz (-0.6, 131.8pl)
W3SK UHF Fusion Repeater Frequency: 448.225 MHz

PWA Webpage URL: pennwireless.org
PWA Email: PennWirelessARC@gmail.com
PWA Executive Board: PWA-EBoard@googlegroups.com
Technet Email Reflector: PWA-Technet@googlegroups.com

Penn Wireless Association holds regular meetings consisting of general club business, current
committee reports, group discussions, featured programs and a social period. This meeting is held at
the Falls Township Building, 188 Lincoln Highway, Fairless Hills, PA on the fourth Monday of each
month at 7:30 pm. Please contact the club vice president to add your business topic to the meeting

agenda.
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

PWA-Technet @ googlegroups.com Email Reflector

User Account Policy

Penn Wireless Association, Inc. does not knowingly profit and/or disseminate user e-mail information
to "spam" lists. The reflector provides us a means to just send e-mail to those who wish to receive
notification when new X-Mitter issues and other relevant information (including, but not limited to,
volunteer requests, ARES/RACES meetings, Field Day information, & Club events) are available for you
to view on PWA web sites. We routinely send mass e-mail notification to all users, but we avoid issuing
e-mail that is unrelated to Amateur Radio. However, we may send a mass e-mail to all users only if
there is a problem with the web site, during web site maintenance, or during an emergency or
scheduled public service event in order to notify those Amateur Radio operators who may registered as
a usewish to participate in RACES/ARES or PWA operations. If you have already r please review your
account's distribution settings and if your e-mail is current so we may send you notification when new
X-Mitter issues

X-MITTER

Newsletter Policy

X-MITTER, the official newsletter of Penn Wireless Association, is published monthly by and for Penn Wireless
members and all Radio Amateurs. All material in X-MITTER may be reprinted, providing that a credit line is given,
mentioning X-MITTER, Penn Wireless, Inc. and the byline contributor. The X-MITTER publication committee strives
for accuracy, and we believe that all articles submitted are factual in their content. X-MITTER and PWA cannot be
held responsible for inaccuracies of information and/or sources. All material submitted by PWA members shall be
published, providing that such items meet generally accepted standards of quality and substance. Contributions by
others shall be considered on a space-available basis. PWA membership is open to all persons with an interest in
amateur radio, subject to approval of the executive board and current membership. A valid Amateur Radio license is
required for full voting privileges. Mail for X-MITTER should be sent to: Penn Wireless Association, P.O Box 925,
Levittown, PA 19058. Conttributions may, also, be E-mailed to pwa-x-mitter@googlegroups.com. The closing date
for submission of appropriate material to the pending issue (space permitting) is 7th day of each month. We
exchange X-MITTER with other area club newsletters. If your club is interested in exchanging with us, please e-Mail

our groups accordingly. Copyright © Penn Wireless Association, 2018.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Field Day 2018

| heard you groan. February and he
already wants to start talking about
Field Day. The reality is, based on
past experience, we should begin
our 2018 Field Day discussion and
preparation.

As a start, your E Board has taken
the step of reserving our normal lo-
cation at Plantation Field, Tyler
Park. What's next? Well, we need a
Member to step forward to assume
the position of Field Day Chair-
man. Consensus among the older
members is that it would be great to
see one of our newer members rise
to the occasion. Former F.D. chair-
man are willing to assist anyone
who agrees to take up the chal-
lenge. An effective Chairman is criti-
cal to a productive and enjoyable
Field Day for all.

The Club needs Member input to
determine the extent of PWA’s Field
Day 2018 effort.
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It was suggested and approved at
the last E Board meeting to move
all Field Day discussion to the
last segment of our General
Membership meetings. The Feb-
ruary meeting will start with a re-
view of the E Board meeting, fol-
lowed by a nice presentation from
Tom Mills on QSL cards. At the
conclusion of our scheduled pro-
gramming we will begin our Field
Day discussions. We will continue
this format up to Field Day.
Please consider remaining for the
discussion. We need your input
on how you’d like to see Field
Day run this year.

‘73 KE3LA
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PWA News and Reminders

Congratulation Bob Hecht Bob
N3AAK Hecht, PWA member and
current President of Chap. 5, Quar-
ter Century Wireless Association
was recently honored by QCWA,
International and presented with the
organizations Meritorious

Award. Bob has been instrumental
in restoring Chapter Five to a strong
and growing Chapter of QCWA.

Ed Wells’ Embedded Processor
Class continues on the 3rd Thurs-
day of each month at the Falls Twp.
Municipal Bldg.—Rm 202, 7:30
P.M.

PWA TechNet, Sunday evenings,
8:00 P.M. local on the W3SK re-
peater, 146.790 Mhz., - offset,
131.8 P.L. Join the discussion every
Sunday night. Topics vary but al-
ways informative. Consider becom-
ing Net Control. For information
contact Ben Johns, K3JQH

PWA Fund Raising Event—
02/23/18, all day, Margaritaville
Restaurant, Oxford Valley Mall. Tell
the hostess that seats you you're
with PWA and a portion of your bill
will be donated to PWA
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QCWA QCWA is open to all ama-
teur radio operators who have
been licensed for 25 years or
more. Chapter Five is open to two
levels of membership which allows
amateurs who have not yet
reached 25 years of licensing to
become a member. Chapter Five
encourages members to be part of
their local radio clubs such as
PWA. Several PWA members are
also members of QCWA and

we look forward to welcoming any
amateur operator into QCWA.

PWA General Membership Meet-
ing, 02/24/18, Main Meeting Rm.,
Falls Twp. Municipal Bldg., 7:30
P.M., V.E. Sessions available by
appointment, contact Ben Johns,
k3jgh@arrl.net

Agenda: E Board meeting synop-
sis, refreshments, Tom Mills QSL
card presentation, Field Day 2018
discussion.

Dues and Member participa-
tion are the life blood of
PWA. Please stay active and
up to date on your dues.

February 2018
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Not radio related, but definitely his-
torical and of interest to some of us.
After a 58 year drought, our Philadel-
phia Eagles are Super Bowl champi-
ons. It has been a long wait for the
fans.

I hate to admit it, but I do remember
the last time they were World
Champs. The year was 1960. It seems
like a lifetime ago and I guess it truly
is. I was eleven years old and rela-
tively new to the Philadelphia area,
having relocated from the western end
of the state five years prior.

So much seemed new then. A kinder,
gentler and more refined time. Any-
thing seemed to lie within the realm
of possibility. Space exploration, new
advances in science and technology
and social progress seemed to domi-
nate the news daily.

I guess it’s true that you can’t go
back, just fondly remember the past.
Perhaps we remember the past too
fondly and view the present too
harshly. Still, in my mind, a great
time to grow up.
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February also has seen the start of the
2018 Winter Olympics from South
Korea. I unfortunately missed the
opening ceremonies but did see re-
corded highlights. The coordinated
drone display was something to be-
hold. I’ve see similar routines with
small, centrally controlled robot teams
but the drone display was remarkable.
Not sure why, but I prefer the Winter
Games to the Summer Games. Still
waiting for my favorite event
(Curling) to air.

Sorry for diverging from Ham radio.
February is an active month for radio-
related activities. Check the February
Contest Corral for details.

‘73
Jim—KE3LA
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January General Membership Meeting Minutes

Penn Wireless Association
P.O. Box 925

Levittown, PA

Membership Meeting minutes - January 22, 2018

Meeting opened at 1938 by President KE3QC, Tom with the pledge
of allegiance and a round of introductions.

Treasurer report by K3FKW, Ken: income $x.xx, expenses
$x.xx, ending balance $x.xx. Motion by K3JQH, Ben, passed

VE - K3JQH, Ben reports no one is scheduled for VE testing at this
time.

Repeater - N3HTZ, Cully reports Echolink now working thanks to
WBOYLE, Bryan.
All repeater functions are stable.

Membership - KB30ORG, Steve

Fundraising - KB3ORG, Steve that the restaurant donation pro-
gram is tentatively scheduled for Feb 23.

Technet - K3JQH, Ben repports that all is running smoothly and
that attendance was slightly down last Sunday probable due to foot-
ball playoffs.

ARRL - KE3LA, Jim commented on member complains at ARRL
hq.
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January General Membership Meeting Minutes

Fusion - WA3QVU, Mark talked about the Fusion WIRES-X setup
at Ben's house and the proposal to "lock down" our room to the
W3SK node.

Mark also spoke on behalf of N3FEL, Howard about the "Builders
Corner" and the small parts acquired from the estate of W3GK.

After the social break we had an excellent live demonstration of
SharkRF openSPOT by W3LSX, Dennis.

Meeting adjourned at 2105 by motion of K3JQH, Ben.

Respectfully submitted - K3JQH, Ben, Recording Secretary
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February E Board Meeting Minutes

Penn Wireless Association

P.O. Box 925
Levittown, PA

Executive board meeting - February 12, 2018

Meeting called to order by President Tom, KE3QC at 1744 with the fol-
lowing attendees: N3FEL, Howard, KB3ORG, Steve, K3FKW, Ken,
KE3LA, Jim, K3TX, Dave, K3JQH, Ben and KB3LNP, Roy.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: (Ed. - Treasurer Report Figures Redacted)

VE - K3JQH reports one candidate scheduled for February so far.
KB3ORG commented that membership committee will have some pres-
ence at testing sessions to represent PWA.

Treasurer - K3FKW reports: Beginning balance $x,xxx.xx, incoming
$xxx.xx, outgoing $xxx.xx, current balance $xxxx.xx.

Expenses - $xxx.xx to Tyler park for Field Day pavilion and income of
$x.xx from Omaha Steaks incentive program.

Repeater - nothing to report.

Membership - KB3ORG reports 11 member dues collected with 2 cur-
rently delinquent, 3 membership expired and 3,5,7 members due in the
next three months respectably, current active paid members at 36.

Fundraising - KB3ORG will schedule February 23 for the 10% meal
kickback at Margaritas restaurant, Oxford Valley.

Program - February will be QSL presentation by AF4ANC, Tom and
March will be the club auction and April will be K3TX on CW.
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February E Board Meeting Minutes

TECHNET - K3JQH reported that all is well with about 10 participants
per session.

ARRL - K3TX reported on some turmoil at headquarters.
Dave also urged members to view "MYARRL" web site.

FUSION - some discussion on the current status of WIRES-X.
Constitution - K3JQH presented draft of proposed constitution amend-
ments with open discussion to fine tune wording preparing for presen-
tation at the next general meeting,.

Open discussion:

President KE3QC opened discussion on Field Day.

Suggestion to convene a separate meeting of all interested parties after
the General meeting is adjourned was approved.

Looking for a event chairperson.

Steve noted that PayPal cannot be used for club transactions unless the
individual has his/her personal PayPal account.

Technet script will be updated on web site.
Meeting adjourned by motion of KB30ORG, 2nd by KE3LA

Respectfully: K3JQH, Ben
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RRI First Quarter EMCOMM Exercise Q1 2018
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RRI First Quarter EMCOMM Exercise Q1 2018
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RRI First Quarter EMCOMM Exercise Q1 2018
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ARRL
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ARRL
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Net Name  Day Local Time l-Jrequency Comments

DEN Tuesday 1900 147.03+ Philmont repeater PL 91.5
Digital Education Net — training on all digital modes

WARC Wednesday 2000 147.09+ WARC repeater PL 131.8
Warminster Amateur Radio Club Net

BCARES ~ Wednesday 2030 147.270+  N3KZ repeater PL 100
Bucks County ARES NBEMS training using Fldigi — 1500 on waterfall

BCARES ~ Wednesday 2100 147.09+ WARC repeater PL 131.8
Bucks County ARES voice net

Montco ARES Thursday 1900 146.835- MCARES repeater PL 88.5
[[hey send one practice NBEMS message during voice net using Flmsg

CCARES  Thursday 1930 446.175- CCARES repeater PL 100
Chester County ARES voice net

CCARES  Thursday 1945 446.175- CCARES repeater PL 100
NBEMS training net after voice net using Fldigi

NY NBEMS  Saturday 1000 3.583mHz 1500 on waterfall FLDIGI
SATERN Saturday 1300 14.065 mHz 1000 on waterfall FLDIGI

Balvation Army NBEMS net — early checkins starting at 1200

Shortwave Radiogram Broadcast — for information see:
http://swradiogram.net/

Pa NBEMS  Sunday 0800 3.585mHz 1500 on waterfall FLDIGI
NJ NBEMS  Sunday 0930 3584.5 mHz 1500 on waterfall FLDIGI
PEMA Sunday 0900 3.987.5 mHz Voice Net

PWA Sunday 2000 146.790- PWA repeater PL 131.8

Penn Wireless Association Technical Net
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All About Antennas - Part 3 - Bob Grove, W8JHD
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All About Antennas - Part 3 - Bob Grove, W8JHD
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All About Antennas - Part 3 - Bob Grove, W8JHD
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All About Antennas - Part 3 - Bob Grove, W8JHD
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February 2018

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Technet 8SPM
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Technet 8PM PWA E-Board Valentine’s Embedded Proc-
Meeting Day essor Class
7:00PM
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Technet 8PM Margaritville
Fund Raising
Event
25 26 27 28
Technet 8SPM PWA General
Membership
Meeting
7:30 P.M.

Pg23 X-MITTER February 2018




March 20138

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Technet 8PM
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Technet 8PM PWA E-Board Embedded Proc-
Meeting essor Class
7:00PM
BEWARE THE
IDES OF
MARCH!
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Technet 8PM St. Patrick’s
Day
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Technet 8PM PWA General
Membership
Meeting
7:30 P.M.
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Lightning Protection: Taming Thor’s Thunder On A Budget—K9KJM
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Lightning Protection: Taming Thor’s Thunder On A Budget—K9KJM
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Volunteer Examiners

Take the FCC Amateur Exam...

Our ARRL/VEC VE Team is ready and willing
to administer any license grade/upgrade or
code element test. Confirm your intention to
test with Ben Johns, VE Contact at 215-657-
5994 not later than the Friday evening before
the 4th Monday of the month. Please advise
us in advance of any special needs you may
have in successfully completing the intended
test. Our testing session begins promptly at
6:30 pm and remains active until all license
grades desired are administered. We do not
recommend, nor is it our practice, to adminis-
ter repeat examinations of similar license
grades to any candidate. However, progres-
sive license grades may be attempted by any
applicant at no additional charge. Please
come prepared with the following items.

+ Confirmation of appointment letter, email,
note, etc. Walk-ins are not guaranteed a
test session.

+ Test fee of $15 in cash or personal check
payable to ARRL/VEC.

+ Either of the following ID methods:

- One legal photo ID (driver or non-driver
license, passport, radiotelegraph license,
or other legal photo ID)

OR

- Any two of the following IDs: Non Photo

ID/Driver License, Social Security Card,
Birth certificate, Minor's work permit, Util-
ity bill, bank statement, business corre-
spondence specifically naming the per-
son, postmarked envelope addressed to
the person at their mailing address as it
appears on the FCC Form 605

¢

Any of the following ID numbers: Tax-
payer ID (Social Security Number), IRS
issued EIN (Employer Information Num-
ber), Alternate taxpayer ID Number
(ATIN), FCC Issued Registration Number
(FRN), FCC Issued Licensee ID Number

The **original** plus one copy of your
FCC license or CSCE (Certificate of Suc-
cessful Completion of Examination). The
original will be returned immediately to
you.

If applicable, a Physician's Statement if
necessary to validate your claim of diffi-
culty at reading, writing or speaking when
requesting special assistance.

A calculator is recommended and allowed
if ALL internal memories are cleared and
can be demonstrated free of information.
A simple four-function calculator is sug-
gested.

One or more black-lead pencils and
eraser, and a ball point pen.

Good Luck!
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Penn Wireless Association
P.O. Box 925
Levittown, PA 19058

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Personal Information (please print):

Name: Date :

Street Address:

City: State Zip

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Birth Date: Occupation: [] active [] re-
tired

License Information:

Call Sign: Class: [] Novice [] Tech [] General [] Advanced [] Extra

Date First Licensed Previous Calls:

Preferences:

ARRL Member? Other Clubs?

Bands/Modes Frequently Operated

Emergency Power? Portable/Mobile?

Favorite Amateur Radio Activities: (note all that apply)

[1 Awards [] Traffic [] Contesting [] Digital Radio

[] Rag Chewing [1 MARS [] Field Day [] QRP

[] Projects [1 Newsletter [] Fund Raising [] Renewable Energy

[1 DX’ing [1 Fox Hunting [] Public Service [1 QSL Card Collection
[] County Hunting [] Packet Radio [] Rig Restoration []

[1 Education [] Hamfest [] Antennas [

Comments:
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Contact Information
Executive Board ...

PRESIDENT Tom Stafford, KE3QC
ke3gc@ke3qgc.com
VICE PRESIDENT Dennis Powell, W3LSX
dennis.powell.bcitruck@gmail.cOm
RECORDING SECRETARY Ben Johns, K3JQH
k3jgh@arrl.net
TREASURER Ken Marinoff, K3FKW

k3fkw@arrl.net
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Roy Thomas, KB3LNP
kb3Inp@yahoo.com

Committees Chair Call Email
Badges Tom Stafford KE3QC ke3qc@ke3qc.com
Constitution Ben Johns K3JQH k3jqgh@arrl.net

Dave Heller K3TX
Education Ron Small WB200OB rtsmall140@verizon.net
Elmer Open
Field Day 2018 Open
Fundraising Steve Willian KB3ORG kb3ord@kb3org.com
Fusion Steering Mark Hinkel WA3QVU mrhinkel@verizon.net
Historian Open
W3SK Trustee Dave Heller K3TX dtx@verizon.net
WE3F Trustee Ben Johns K3JQH k3jqh@arrl.net
Past President Jim Petrosky KE3LA ke3la@verizon.net
Programs Mark Hinkel WA3QVU mrhinkel@verizon.net
Public Relation Open
QSL Manager Open
Refreshments Mark Hinkel WA3QVU mrhinkel@verizon.net
Repeater Cully Phillips N3HTZ n3htz@verizon.net
Sergeant-at-Arms Jim Petrosky KE3LA ke3la@yverizon.net
TechNet Director Ben Johns K3JQH k3jqh@arrl.net
VEC Contact Ben Johns K3JQH k3jgh@arrl.net
VEC Coordinator Cully Phillips N3HTZ n3htz@verizon.net
Webmaster Steve Willian KB3ORG kb3org@kb3org.com

PWA relies on Members volunteering their time and expertise to insure a vibrant and ac-
tive club. Please consider joining or chairing one of the above listed Committees.
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Member Shack Photos - WA2DIT

Kenwood TS-820S 10, ,15,20,40,80 and 160 Meter transceiver with a VFO
-820 remote tuner pushing 200W into an MFJ-949C Versa Tuner Il feeding
a Hustler 5-BTV (not pictured) in the backyard. On top is an Alinco DJ-F1
2M HT and a no name 15W amplifier feeding a Cushcraft AR2 Ringo in

the attic.

| am not very active, but it all works.
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Member Shack Photos - NY3J

The main computer with the two 22 inch monitors is a Windows 10 dual quad
processor for my digital operating and logging. The second computer on the right
with a 32 inch TV monitor is a Linux computer that [ use to connect to a Web
SDR station so I can see stations that I can't copy on RF. I can also test my Fldigi
connections locally on simplex because I have a SignaLink connected to both
computers. The HF rig is a Kenwood TS-590S. I'm using the built in USB sound
card for both digital and rig control. Attached to the TS-590S is a WinKeyer USB
electronic keyer for keyboard CW and a Bencher Paddle for sending CW. On the
shelf is a Kenwood TM-V71A and a Kenwood TM-D700. Out of site are the 5
HT s that I have in their chargers. This used to be my daughter's bedroom before
she moved out. Now it's an empty nester's extra room :-)

Ron NY3J
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Member Shack Photos - KB3IMTW

The silver box on the far left is a 902/2 DEMI transverter with a speaker that’s con-
nected to a Yaesu 857 all mode. Above the 857 (blue screen) is a 222Mhz transverter.
Atop that is my ham shack pig mascot.

The light visible under the table is a 45 amp power supply. On the table directly to the
front is an antenna switch for transverter selection. Directly above the selector switch is
a smaller Astron power supply. To the right of the power supply is an Alinco 222 Mhz
FM radio. To the right is another speaker and behind it an SWR meter (103Khz to 535
Mhz).

On the extreme right is my Yaesu 8800 dual bander. On the top shelf (next to the or-
ange screen 857) is my Kenwood TS2000X. With it | can operate 6m, 2m, and1.2Ghz.
My 857 handles the 903 Mhz and 222Mhz transverters. The two monitors are used for
FT8 and MSK144 digital modes.

‘73
Michelle
KB3MTW
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INUEICTIENETES
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