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CLUB INFORMATION 

W3SK VHF Analog Repeater Frequency: 146.790 MHz (-0.6, 131.8pl) 

W3SK UHF Fusion Repeater Frequency: 448.225 MHz  

 

 

PWA Webpage URL: pennwireless.org 

PWA Email: PennWirelessARC@gmail.com 

PWA Executive Board: PWA-EBoard@googlegroups.com 

Technet Email Reflector: PWA-Technet@googlegroups.com 

 

Penn Wireless Association holds regular meetings consisting of general 

club business, current committee reports, group discussions, featured 

programs and a social period. This meeting is held at the Falls Township 

Building, 188 Lincoln Highway, Fairless Hills, PA on the fourth Monday of 

each month at 7:30 pm.  Please contact the club vice president to add your 

PWA-Technet @ googlegroups.com  Email Reflector 

User Account Policy 

Penn Wireless Association, Inc. does not knowingly profit and/or 

disseminate user e-mail information to "spam" lists. The reflector 

provides us a means to just send e-mail to those who wish to 

receive notification when new X-Mitter issues and other relevant 

information (including, but not limited to, volunteer requests, 

ARES/RACES meetings, Field Day information, & Club events) are 

available for you to view on PWA web sites. We routinely send 

mass e-mail notification to all users, but we avoid issuing e-mail 

X-MITTER 

Newsletter Policy 

X-MITTER, the official newsletter of Penn Wireless Association, is 

published monthly by and for Penn Wireless members and all 

Radio Amateurs. All material in X-MITTER may be reprinted, 

providing that a credit line is given, mentioning X-MITTER, Penn 

Wireless, Inc. and the byline contributor. The X-MITTER 

publication committee strives for accuracy, and we believe that all 

articles submitted are factual in their content. X-MITTER and PWA 

cannot be held responsible for inaccuracies of information and/or 

sources. All material submitted by PWA members shall be 

published, providing that such items meet generally accepted 

PENN WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 

http://www.PennWireless.org
mailto:PennWirelessARC@gmail.com
mailto:PWA-EBoard@googlegroups.com
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Reminders:  

File your PAQSO 

logs. 

W3SK Digipeater 

back in service. 

TechNet every Sun-

day evening at 8:00 

P.M. local on the 

W3SK repeater. 

November E Board 

meeting—11/13 

November General 

Membership meet-

ing 11/27 @7:30 

P.M., Falls Twp. Mu-

nicipal Bldg. 

Agenda: Holiday 

Party, Kit Building 

Ron Small Techni-

cian class—Pg 25 

Bob Hecht’s 3 week 

CW refresher 

course—Pg 26 

Ed Wells Embedded 

Processor Class re-

sumes in January 

2018 
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Greetings from the Pocono 

mountains. Here is the second 

issue of Xmitter under my edi-

torial direction. As with the 

first issue, finding enough 

content  to make publication a 

worthwhile effort is still my 

biggest obstacle.  

We continue to actively seek 

Member involvement. What I 

would like to eventually see 

are monthly contributors, pos-

sibly with recurring content 

theme (CW, digital, contesting, 

antennas etc.) 

I am open to any suggestions 

that can improve this iteration 

of our monthly newsletter. Per- 

haps you have some topic 

you’d like to see addressed in 

this publication. Although pre-

ferred subject matter would 

be Amateur radio related, any 

topic of general interest to the  

membership will be consid-

ered. 

I’m trying to keep to the mid-

month publication schedule. 

Those wishing to submit 

items for inclusion should 

try and get them to me no 

later than Friday, first week 

of the month. The preferred 

format is plain text, MS Word 

or PDF. Any accompanying 

pictures should be in JPEG 

format. 

If you have something, it will 

help with the next or future 

issues. Please submit to 

ke3la@verizon.net. 

‘73 Jim 

PENN WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 

FROM THE EDITOR 
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ON THE COVER 

PWA members work the PAQSO 

The Pennsylvania QSO party 

ran the weekend of October 

14th and 15th. A number of 

our Club members did manage 

to devote some on air time to 

the contest. 

On the cover, Howard, N3FEL 

and Roy, KB3LNP did a field 

trip to Tyler Park to work the 

contest. They established a 

portable, CW/QRP station at 

the parking area on the north 

end of Plantation Field. Howard 

reports that band conditions 

were fair and contacts numer-

ous. 

On a personal note, I again 

worked the contest from Pike 

County in the Poconos. Pike 

County used to be one of the 

rarer counties in the contest 

but not so much of late. My re-

sults were similar to Howard’s 

and Roy’s. Contact levels were 

good despite mediocre band 

conditions.  For the second 

year in a row, the upper bands 

(20 meter and above were de-

void of participants. 

My goal every year for this con-

test is to complete a “sweep” of 

all 67 counties in the state. I 

have managed to do this on 

several occasions but the ab-

sence of a number of counties 

this year prevented this. 

 

On a positive note, Frankford 

Radio Club handled the bonus 

station duties this year. They 

handled it with great profes-

sionalism and had bonus sta-

tions located throughout the 

state. Each contact with the bo-

nus station added 500 points to 

a participants final score. 

If you worked the contest, 

please file your logs with the 

Nittany ARC and indicate PWA 

as your club of association. This 

is a great contest and always a 

lot of fun. If you’ve never tried 

contesting before, give it a try 

next year. 

 

Jim—KE3LA 
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Executive Board Meeting Minutes - October 9, 2017 

Meeting opened at 19:30 by Jim, KE3LA who conducted the swearing 

in of the newly elected officers: 

President—Tom Stafford, KE3QC 

Vice President—Dennis Powell, KC3EXE 

Treasurer—Ken Marinoff, K3FKW 

Recording Secretary—Ben Johns, K3JQH 

Corresponding Secretary—Roy Thomas, KB3LNP 

The new President, KE3QC, Tom, conducted the remainder of the 

meeting. He announced that all committee assignments will remain as 

previous unless anyone wishes to decline. 

Committee reports: 

Treasurer—All figures redacted. See Treasurer for details 

Repeater—Cully, N3HTZ, reports that the recent equipment work at the 

repeater site was successful and all is working well, some minor adjust-

ments may be required. 

Membership—Steve, KB3ORG, Tom, KE3QC and Paul, N3TMX to 

serve on committee. 

Education—Ron Small, WB2OOB to continue as Chairman. 

Programming—Mark Hinkel, WA3QVU and Dennis Powell, KC3EXE 

will handle meeting programming. 
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Executive Board Meeting Minutes - October 9, 2017 

Website— Steve Willans, KB3ORG to continue as webmaster. New officers will 

be added with executive privileges. 

TechNet—Ben, K3JQH, reports all is well with five persons rotating as modera-

tors. 

ARRL—Dave, K3TX, reported on happenings in Newington. 

Fusion—Mark, WA3QVU, will continue to coordinate activity regarding the Fu-

sion repeater. 

Meeting adjourned at 20:42 by motion K3JQH, N3TMX 

Respectfully submitted by Ben Johns, K3JQH, Recording Secretary 

PWA Executive Board meetings are open to all members in good stand-

ing. The E Board welcomes Member comments and suggestions. Meet-

ings are normally held on the second Monday of each month at the 

Falls Township Municipal Building, Room 205, at 7:30 P.M. local. 
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General Meeting Minutes - October 2017 

General Meeting minutes - October 23, 2017. 

Meeting opened at 1940 by President KE3QC, Tom with a round of introductions. 

Minutes from Executive Board meeting of Oct 9 were read by Secretary Ben, 

K2JQH and approved. 

Meeting presentation followed; Lou Ruh, WX3I talked about ham activity in con-

nection with the MS150, Lou's activity as a dedicated storm chaser and the Sky 

Warn program in conjunction with the NWS (National Weather System). 

Lou's talk was accompanied by a slide presentation of quality photos. 

Social period with refreshments followed from 2040 to 2050. 

Committee reports followed: 

Repeater - Cully, N3HTZ explained the functional parameters of the time-out fea-

ture. 

Cully also presented a thank you card along with WaWa gift card to be 

signed and forwarded along with a letter of appreciation to WC2K  for his work 

on the tower. 

The card was signed by members present and given to the Corresponding secre-

tary to compose a letter of thanks and post.  

Membership - Steve, KB3ORG reported that the membership roster is being up-

dated and commented that membership is growing partly due to some resigned 

members renewing their membership. 

Program - Mark, WA3QVU, reports that kit building will be the theme for No-

vember  

meeting and the holiday party will replace the December meeting. 

News Letter - Jim, KE3LA, requests input material and announced that the dead-

line for next month publication will be Nov 15. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Results of Audit of Penn Wireless Books by Audit Committee 

The audit committee has audited the financial transactions of Penn Wireless for the period of 

August 1, 2016 to September 26, 2017.   

1. Cash Balance at September 26, 2017 was as follows

       Petty Cash $175.81 

       Bank Account          Figures Redacted—see Treasurer for details3Figures re-

dacted,398.26 

       Outstanding Items 0 

-------------- 

       Total Cash $3574. 07 

2. We reviewed July's Bank Account Statement and proved all cash in and out transactions.

Everything was properly accounted for in the records.

3. We reviewed the 10 largest disbursements which were for the Holiday Party, Insurance Li-

ability, Insuring the Club Repeater Equipment, and food for the picnic.  Other cash disburse-

ments included Pavilion Rental, Telephone expense for repeater, and PO box Rental, etc.

All were accounted for properly.

4. We reviewed the 5 largest cash receipts which were from the Club Auction, Donations to

club, and purchase of holiday tickets from the club members and family.

Other Cash receipts included Membership Dues, Fund Raising from Candy Sales, Member Pay-

ments for Field Day, etc.

All were accounted for properly.

5. We Reviewed the handling of the Memo Accounts and how each was kept separately.

These accounts were maintained properly.  These memo accounts help the club keep track

of transactions for the Club Auction, Field Day, Holiday Fund, Picnic and Repeater monies.

In our opinion, the financial reports give a true and fair view of the financial transactions of the 

Club and the correct ending Cash Balance.  

 Ken Marinoff, Jim Petrosky, Ben Johns, Steve Willans 
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ARRL 
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ARRL 
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PENN WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 

LOCAL NETS 

 
Net Name Day  Local Time Frequency Comments 

 

DEN  Tuesday 1900  147.03+ Philmont repeater PL 91.5 

Digital Education Net – training on all digital modes 

 

WARC  Wednesday 2000  147.09+ WARC repeater PL 131.8 

Warminster Amateur Radio Club Net 

 

BCARES Wednesday 2030  147.270+ N3KZ repeater PL 100  

Bucks County ARES NBEMS training using Fldigi – 1500 on waterfall 

 

BCARES Wednesday 2100  147.09+ WARC repeater PL 131.8 

Bucks County ARES voice net 

 

Montco ARES  Thursday 1900  146.835- MCARES repeater PL 88.5 

They send one practice NBEMS message during voice net using Flmsg 

 

CCARES Thursday 1930  446.175- CCARES repeater PL 100 

Chester County ARES voice net 

 

CCARES Thursday 1945  446.175- CCARES repeater PL 100 

NBEMS training net after voice net using Fldigi 

 

NY NBEMS Saturday 1000  3.583 mHz 1500 on waterfall FLDIGI 

 

SATERN Saturday 1300  14.065 mHz 1000 on waterfall FLDIGI 

Salvation Army NBEMS net – early checkins starting at 1200 

 

Shortwave Radiogram Broadcast – for information see: 

http://swradiogram.net/ 

 

Pa NBEMS Sunday 0800  3.585 mHz 1500 on waterfall FLDIGI 

 

NJ NBEMS Sunday 0930  3584.5 mHz 1500 on waterfall FLDIGI 

 

PEMA  Sunday 0900  3.987.5 mHz Voice Net 

 

PWA  Sunday 2000  146.790- PWA repeater PL 131.8 

Penn Wireless Association Technical Net 
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HR-555 A Dissenting Opinion—Marty Woll, N6VI  

SCCC] The Case Against HR-555 

Marty Woll n6vi at socal.rr.com  

Wed Aug 2 16:54:37 EDT 2017  

 

Now that I am a former ARRL Vice Director, I am free to speak my mind on this matter.  As a 

long-time proponent of antenna rights, it is with great disappointment that I say I do not favor 

passage of HR-555. I should add up 

front, by way of disclaimer, that I am not an attorney.    

 

I was a big supporter of the original Amateur Radio Parity Act - the PRB-1 version.  The ability 

to put up outdoor antennas and the structures necessary to support them on your property is cru-

cial to being an active Ham for many licensees.  Since 2010 I have visited the offices of numer-

ous elected officials, sent over a thousand e-mail messages, spent entire convention weekends 

generating letters from Hams to their elected representatives and spoken at countless club meet-

ings to drum up support for this legislation.  It's fair to say that I invested a major chunk of my 

time in support of the original Parity Act, and I certainly respect ARRL leadership for its persis-

tence in seeking relief for all impacted Amateurs, whether League members or not.  However, 

in February of 2016 the language 

that mirrored PRB-1 was removed from HR-1301 (now HR-555), and this is a critique of the 

result, not of the intent or effort. 

 

Last year, ARRL found itself at odds with one senator over the bill and was required to negoti-

ate compromise language with CAI, a national trade association of homeowner associations 

(HOAs) and similar groups.  While I 

had some major misgivings at the time, I did not object to the compromise language because I 

believed it would help at least those Amateurs who live in homes with developer-imposed deed 

restrictions not within the purview of 

an active HOA.    

 

Since that time, however, some high-profile, competent and very knowledgeable attorneys (all 

of them Hams but none associated with the ARRL Board) have evaluated the compromise lan-

guage and found that it may do more 

harm than good.  They have pointed out some serious shortcomings in HR-555 that signifi-

cantly restrict how many Hams may benefit from its passage and that, if uncorrected, could ac-

tually diminish the rights of some Amateurs 

and grant the right to regulate Amateur antennas to HOAs that do not now have that right.  

 

What follows is an abbreviated description of the issues surrounding HR-555, the current ver-

sion of the Parity Act.  For those who want to dig deeper into the matter, I have a version I can 

e-mail you separately that include attachments containing (1) the original bill language, (2) the 

compromise language in the current bill, and (3) an analysis prepared by former FCC attorney 

and active Amateur Radio operator Jim Talens N3JT for the Potomac Valley Radio Club.   
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HR-555 A Dissenting Opinion—Marty Woll, N6VI 

Many of the points in Jim's critique were also made by Fred Hopengarten K1VR (author of An-

tenna Zoning for the Radio Amateur) at his presentation to the Legal Forum at the May 2017 

Dayton Hamvention. 

Suffice it to say that the expert Ham-attorneys are NOT all lining up in support of HR-555 in its 

current form.  

The original bill pretty much paralleled PRB-1, the Federal Preemption Statute.  It required the 

FCC to revise its regulations to prohibit private deed restrictions that preclude or fail to reasona-

bly accommodate Amateur Radio communications or that do not constitute the minimum prac-

ticable restriction on such communications to accomplish the legitimate purpose of the private 

entity seeking to enforce such restriction. 

On the other hand, the compromise bill that CAI insisted on does the following:  

1) It grants HOAs the right to use aesthetics as a basis for antenna decisions, even to those as-

sociations whose rules do not now have any provisions concerning antennas.  This grant of

power to HOAs is unprecedented in Federal law, and it adds a right - as a matter of Federal law

- for HOA's that has never been previously approved in Federal law. That right cannot be un-

done by state law.

2) It requires a deed-restricted Amateur to notify and seek prior permission from the HOA be-

fore installing any outdoor antenna, with no grandfathering for those already installed.

3) It does not establish a time frame within which the HOA must render a decision; an HOA

can stall indefinitely and do so without adverse consequence.

4) It does not grant or guarantee to an Amateur the right to operate on the band(s) of his or her

choice.

5) It permits but does not require the HOA to establish written rules regarding antenna size,

type and location.

6) It does not establish or require an HOA administrative process for redress if an HOA denies

a Ham's requested antenna.  The decision of the HOA is final.

Under HR-555, if passed, Hams who have existing "stealth" antennas, even with the concur-

rence of their immediate neighbors, would now be in violation of Federal law and FCC regula-

tions.    

HOAs will be legally able to write their own rules with no objective criteria and no standards, 

and they will have the unrestricted power of Federal law to back them up.  
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HR-555 A Dissenting Opinion—Marty Woll, N6VI  

 

The band(s) on which the Amateur wishes to operate need not be a consideration in any HOA 

decision; they could limit you to a small UHF whip a few inches long on your gutter and say 

that have accommodated Amateur 

Radio.  

 

An HOA that previously existed only to conduct limited activities, such as maintaining roads, 

utilities and exterior landscaping, one that has never held any power to regulate Amateur Radio, 

would be granted the power to 

demand the removal of existing antennas and to demand that an Amateur seek its approval to 

install any Amateur antennas or supports.  Imagine having moved into a neighborhood because  
 

It has been argued that the FCC, in writing the regulations required by HR-555, could eliminate 

some of the above risks.  However, the FCC has opposed restricting the rights of HOAs for 

over thirty years, and I don't think it is prudent to count on the Commission to reverse itself and 

interpret the law in our favor.  Neither can we count on CAI, having won the rights it de-

manded, to sit by and make no attempt to influence the post-enactment regulatory process in its 

favor.  Wishful thinking to the contrary is hardly a sound basis on which to make our decisions.    

 

Because of the aforementioned shortcomings of HR-555 and the likely adverse consequences of 

its passage, I cannot support it any longer.  There may be a better path than the one the League 

is now pursuing; I don't know if we can ever get there, but I certainly don't want us to make 

things worse for a significant number of Amateurs or expose them to being found in violation 

of Federal law and FCC regulations.  Please consider these points when you are asked to write 

letters of support for HR-555 to your legislators.  

 

As an aside, I want to remind you that some licensees have been successful in selling the advan-

tages of Amateur Radio-based disaster communication capability to their HOA boards.  Offer-

ing benefits can be much easier and 

less costly than demanding one's rights.   

 

73, 

Marty  
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How’s Propagation and Are You Being Heard? - KE3LA 

  

I’m sure we’ve all experienced it. You start up the rig, listen, put out your call and nothing. You 

try again and again, hearing numerous stations but no response. Your first thought may be that 

for some reason you’re being ignored. I’m reminded of the old adage, “you have to hear them 

to work them”. True words! So how do you know if you’re being heard or ignored? 

 

I recently have been working a good deal of digital due to the current lows in the solar index. 

SSB QSO’s seem to be limited to a great degree to stateside contacts. While I don’t avoid state-

side QSO’s, my main focus is DX contacts. 

 

I have recently come across two web apps that I find to be of great value in determining how 

good propagation is and if anyone is hearing me. The first is DXMaps (https://

www.dxmaps.com/spots/mapg.php) . This app shows real-time propagation for any of the ama-

teur bands and modes. It gives a very accurate indication of how well the bands are performing 

at various points around the globe. I have found overlaying the greyline indicator shows just 

how much our hobby relies on old ‘Sol” to charge up the upper atmosphere.  
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How’s Propagation and Are You Being Heard? - KE3LA 

The preceding screen shot shows a typical display of propagation based on the amount of traffic 

reported. This can be useful in determining what bands/modes to attempt and where traffic is 

currently coming from. 

The second web-based resource I’ve stumbled upon is PSKReporter (http://

www.pskreporter.de/). This software teams with several other programs (HRD, Fldig, WSJT-X 

suite and others) to interactively post both stations you’ve heard/worked and stations that have 

heard or worked you. I find it invaluable in answering the question “Am I being heard?”. You 

will probably be amazed how many of the online monitoring stations are actually copying you. 

As you may be able to tell from the above screenshot and the one that follows, this was 20m, 

FT 8 activity after the band  began to close down. 
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How’s Propagation and Are You Being Heard? - KE3LA 

I apologize for the quality of the screenshots, another new thing for me. 

 

I typically start up both of these programs along with QRZ.com (for logging), the mode operat-

ing software (Fldigi, WSJT-X etc.)  and finally the ARRL band plan at the beginning of my op-

erating session. Give it a try, I think you’ll be impressed at the results. Remember to enter your 

call sign in the upper right-hand corner textbox on the opening screen of PSKReporter. Doing 

so will allow you to see just how well you’re getting out. Have fun. 

 

Jim—KE3LA 
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November 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
1 2 3 4 

       

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Technet 8PM 

 
 
 

      

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Technet 8PM PWA E-Board 

Meeting 
7:30PM 

 

 
 

 
 

    

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Technet 8PM       

26 27 28 29 30   

Technet 8PM PWA General 

Membership 
Meeting—7:30 

PM 
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December 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
  

 
 1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Technet 8PM 

 
 
 

      

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Technet 8PM PWA E-Board 

Meeting 
7:30PM 

 

 
 

 
 

    

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Technet 8PM       

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Technet 8PM       
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Volunteer Examiners 

Take the FCC Amateur Exam... 

Our ARRL/VEC VE Team is ready and willing 
to administer any license grade/upgrade or 
code element test.  Confirm your intention to 
test with Ben Johns, VE Contact at 215-657-
5994 not later than the Friday evening before 
the 4th Monday of the month.  Please advise 
us in advance of any special needs you may 
have in successfully completing the intended 
test.  Our testing session begins promptly at 

6:30 pm and remains active until all license 
grades desired are administered.   We do not 
recommend, nor is it our practice, to adminis-
ter repeat examinations of similar license 
grades to any candidate.  However, progres-
sive license grades may be attempted by any 
applicant at no additional charge.  Please 

come prepared with the following items. 

 Confirmation of appointment letter, email, 
note, etc. Walk-ins are not guaranteed a 

test session. 

 Test fee of $15 in cash or personal check 

payable to ARRL/VEC. 

 Either of the following ID methods: 

    -  One legal photo ID (driver or non-driver 
license, passport, radiotelegraph license, 

or other legal photo ID) 

    OR 

    - Any two of the following IDs: Non Photo 
ID/Driver License, Social Security Card, 
Birth certificate, Minor's work permit, Util-
ity bill, bank statement, business corre-
spondence specifically naming the per-
son, postmarked envelope addressed to 
the person at their mailing address as it 

appears on the FCC Form 605 

 

 

 Any of the following ID numbers: Tax-
payer ID (Social Security Number), IRS 
issued EIN (Employer Information Num-
ber), Alternate taxpayer ID Number 
(ATIN), FCC Issued Registration Number 

(FRN), FCC Issued Licensee ID Number 

 The **original** plus one copy of your 
FCC license or CSCE (Certificate of Suc-
cessful Completion of Examination). The 
original will be returned immediately to 

you. 

 If applicable, a Physician's Statement if 
necessary to validate your claim of diffi-
culty at reading, writing or speaking when 

requesting special assistance. 

 A calculator is recommended and allowed 
if ALL internal memories are cleared and 
can be demonstrated free of information. 
A simple four-function calculator is sug-

gested. 

 One or more black-lead pencils and 
eraser, and a ball point pen. 

 
Good Luck! 
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Penn Wireless Association 

P.O. Box 925 

Levittown, PA 19058 

 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

 

Personal Information (please print): 

 

Name: __________________________________________________  Date :  

___________________ 

 

Street Address: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  _______________________________________ State ________ Zip 

_____________________ 

 

Home Phone: _____________________________ Cell Phone: 

_______________________________ 

 

Birth Date: ______________  Occupation: ________________________________  [] active [] re-

tired 

 

License Information:  

 

Call Sign: ________________________ Class:  [] Novice [] Tech   [] General [] Advanced [] Extra 

 

Date First Licensed ________________ Previous Calls: 

_____________________________________ 

 

Preferences:  

 

ARRL Member? ___________ Other Clubs? 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Bands/Modes Frequently Operated 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Power? ______________ Portable/Mobile? ____________________________________ 

 

Favorite Amateur Radio Activities: (note all that apply)   

[] Awards  [] Traffic  [] Contesting  [] Digital Radio  

[] Rag Chewing  [] MARS  [] Field Day  [] QRP 

[] Projects  [] Newsletter  [] Fund Raising  [] Renewable Energy 

[] DX’ing  [] Fox Hunting  [] Public Service [] QSL Card Collection 

[] County Hunting [] Packet Radio  [] Rig Restoration [] __________________ 

[] Education  [] Hamfest  [] Antennas  [] __________________ 

 

Comments: 
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PENN WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 

Executive Board ...  

PRESIDENT To m Staf ford, KE3QC  

ke3qc@ke3qc.com  

VICE PRESIDENT Dennis  Powel l ,  KC3EXE   

dennis.powell.bcitruck@gmail.c0m  

RECORDING SECRETARY Ben Jo hns , K3JQH   

k3jqh@arrl.net  

TREASURER Ken M arinoff ,  K3FKW  

k3fkw@arrl.net  

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Roy Tho ma s , KB3LNP  

kb3lnp@yahoo.com  

Contact Information 

Committees Chair        Call Email 

Badges Tom Stafford          KE3QC ke3qc@ke3qc.com 

Education Ron Small               WB2OOB rtsmall140@verizon.net 

Elmer Open  

Field Day 2017 Open 

Fundraising Open 

Historian Open 

Interference Open

W3SK Trustee           K3TX dtx@verizon.net

WE3F Trustee           K3JQH k3jqh@arrl.net 

Past President           KE3LA ke3la@verizon.net 

Programs WA3QVU mrhinklr@verizon.net 

Public Relation

QSL Manager

Refreshments WA3QVU mrhinkle@verizon.net 

Repeater           N3HTZ n3htz@verizon.net 

Sergeant-at-Arms           KE3LA ke3la@verizon.net 

TechNet Director           K3JQH k3jqh@arrl.net 

VEC Contact           K3JQH k3jqh@arrl.net 

VEC Coordinator           N3HTZ n3htz@verizon.net 

Webmaster          KB3ORG kb3org@kb3org.com 

XMITTER Editor

Dave Heller   

Ben Johns      

Jim Petrosky 

Mark Hinkel 
Open 

Open 

Mark Hinkel 
Cully Phillips 
Jim Petrosky 

Ben Johns     

Ben Johns     

Cully Phillips 
Steve Willans 
Jim Petrosky           KE3LA ke3la@verizon.net 

PWA relies on Members volunteering their time and expertise to insure a vibrant and ac-

tive club. Please consider joining or chairing one of the above listed Committees. 
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PENN WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 

U.S. Amateur Radio Bands 
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Subject: 

audubon class 

From: 

Ron Small <rtsmall140@verizon.net> 

Date: 

11/14/2017 8:07 AM 

To: 

Jim <ke3la@verizon.net> 

 

November 11 and 12  A 12 hour Technician class was held. 

Instructors were  Ron Small WB2OOB and William Earl K3WWE. 

Sponsored and Volunteer Examiners were supplied by 

K2AUD Audubon Amateur Radio Club of Audubon NJ. 

 

http://k2aud.org/ 

 

The Class Makeup: 

 

1 Drove from Connecticut. 

1 Chaplain from New York City, Police / Fire First Responders. 

1 Sight limited School Music teacher in training. 

1 13 year old Boyscout. 

1 CERT Team /incident management from Delaware. 

1 EMT 

5 UN-affiliated Civilians. 

 

Class Resulted in a Clean Sweep!   

11 new technicians Waiting on their call signs. 

 

 

Photo: 

A proud dad with his  newly licensed daughter. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Ron Small WB2OOB 
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Subject: 

CW Course starting November 1, 2017 

From: 

Robert W Hecht <roberthecht2@aol.com> 

 

Our good pal Jack gave me this idea and I will start a CW refresher program starting on Nov. 

1, 2017.  There are several folks who I know would like to work CW again but have lost their 

speed and comprehension be of CW.  All they need is a bit of help in bringing back their CW 

to a good comfortable level.   

 

PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO ANYONE WHO NEEDS OR WANTS TO REFRESH THEIR 

CW SKILLS!!! 

 

There will be no HIGH SPEED sending but we will start at 8-10  The program will consist of 

ten blocks of random selected letters and numbers with an occassional special character thrown 

in.  Ten blocks of five characters will result in 50 characters.  These will be sent at the same 

speed.  If we have any folks who need slower speed - let me know and I can work with you on 

bringing speed up. We will then send a series of ten five character groups at 8 - 10 wpm.  This 

program will be repeated once more on November 3.  This will be the first week. 

 

Do not throw  your copy away.  When you are sure of your copy, send it to me via email or 

snail mail and I will score you.  We are looking for 96% or better accuracy.  Once you pass 

this level, you will move up nearing the ULTIMATE GOAL!  ( later!).  The second week will 

be two nights of similar transmissions but at 12-15 wpm.  We may vary the speed of the trans-

mission to remind you that good CW is send by humans by hand via a telegraph key, not by 

someone typing on a keyboard who then sends it out at 40WPM.  The second week will Stage 

two in CW Improvement and once you are sure of same, submit the copy to me for verification 

of your copy 

 

 

The third week is our final week in code improvement.  We will send at 12-15 wpm - a similar 

series of random letters and numbers and symbols.  The program will be repeated once more 

and again, please submit your copy to me for verification of your copy.   

 

This will result in your attaining a Certificate of Competency from The PTN CW School!  You 

are now free to roam the ether world and look into other CW nets and share the joy of good 

CW.  Most nets send between 12 and 16 wpm and even the best pro's on RRI will come down 

to a speed you are comfortable with - and 15 wpm is a decent speed. 

 

NOW, if you are anxious for more, after attaining the Certicate of CW Competency form PTN, 

you may want MORE. And yes, we have the answer.  Ther Masters of Code Certicate.  This 

will take you from 15 to 18 to 20 WPM and possibly 22 wpm for the adventurous.  The format 

will be the same, the program will be of random characters and of ten blocks of five charac-

ters.  In order to receive this Certiicate, you will need to pass a minimum of 20 wpm and a near 

perfect accuracy in your copy, say 98%!  It ain't easy, but you can do it! 
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So, PTN needs good CW ops and the nets out there need good CW ops.  You can't work a CW 

net if you can't work CW- so here it is, a chance to bring back your tarnished CW skill and get 

back into the great part of amateiur radio, CW operations. 

 

Looking forward to the first night of school!! 

 

73! 

 

Bob 

 

 

Robert W. Hecht, N3AAK 

QCWA Life Member #37044 

Life Member CWops #1720 

Member ARRL, RSGB, A-1 Op Club,  

SKCC, FISTS, RRIe, RCA, QRP ARCI 

Morse, the original digital mode 

roberthecht2@aol.com 
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 Repeater Etiquette  

 Listen before you transmit. If there is traffic in progress, transmit your call between 

ongoing transmissions and wait for acknowledgement. 

 Speak clearly and distinctly at normal volume, your mouth about 6 inches from your 

microphone. 

 If the repeater is clear of traffic and you wish to use it, key your transceiver and issue 

“This is (your call) listening” or “This is (your call) monitoring” or “This is (your call) 

mobile” etc. It is generally good practice to allow at least 1 second between keying your 

transceiver and beginning to speak to allow the repeater time to initialize. 
 Transmit your call in plain English, phonetics are not normally necessary. 

 It is not necessary to ID with every transmission but ID at least once in every 10 minute 

period as per Part 97 of FCC regulations. 

 Vulgarity, profanity and obscene language are always forbidden. 

 The use of the word “over” is not normally required at the end of each transmission. 

 The use of CB 10 codes, “handles”, euphemisms etc. is poor form. You are a licensed 

amateur operator. 
 “Kerchunking” the repeater is considered bad form. If you need to test your equipment 

(testing the repeater isn’t necessary, it works!), key up and issue “This is (your call) 

testing.”  

 Nets: Many nets are ‘directed’. They have a net control station which will announce its 

call during the net preamble transmission. The function of the net control station is to 

maintain traffic flow and activities on the net.  When participating in a net, check into the 

net with “Net control this is (your call)”. Avoid leaving a net without requesting 

permission to do so from net control. Direct all traffic to net control. If you need to 

contact another station on the net directly, request permission from net control first. 

Example “Net control this is (your call), permission to go direct with (other call)”. 

 Remember, repeaters have time out limits. It is embarrassing to ‘time out’ the repeater 

with a long-winded transmission. It is better practice to occasionally allow the repeater to 

‘drop’, let the timer reset and then continue your transmission. 

 Sign off at the end of any QSO. Example: “(Other call) this is (your call), I’ll be clear on your 

final, 73”.  

 Be respectful, courteous and tolerant at all times. Welcome new comers. We all had the 

jitters on our first QSO! 

 




